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Abstract Received: September 04,2012  Accepted: October 13,2012

Background: Warthin tumor- like papillary carcinoma of thyroid is a rare variant of
papillary thyroid carcinoma. It is characterized by distinct papillary structures lined by
oncocytic tumor cells with nuclear features of papillary carcinoma and marked
lymphoplasmocytic infiltrate in the papillary stalks. This tumor derives its name from
its resemblance to Warthin tumor of major salivary glands.

Case presentation: We report a 54- year- old man presented with bilateral thyroid
masses. Histopathological study showed papillary structures lined by cells with
eosinophilic granular cytoplasm and ground- glass nuclei with lymphoplasmacytic
infiltration of the stalks.

Conclusion: Warthin tumor-like papillary thyroid carcinoma could be mistaken for
benign lymphoepithelial lesions such as Hashimoto thyroiditis, Hurthle cell tumors and
tall cell variant of papillary carcinoma. Follow- up information on the previously
reported cases has suggested that these tumors behave similarly to usual papillary

carcinoma.

Keywords: papillary carcinoma, thyroid, warthin tumor-like.
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