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Abstract Received: 24 Apr. 2021 Revised: 01 May. 2021 Accepted: 16 Sep. 2021 Available online: 23 Sep. 2021
Background: The preparedness and safety of hospitals in disasters are essential to maintain
the health and survival of the community. Numerous studies have shown that the level of
preparedness of Iranian hospitals is moderate and low. Lack of comprehensive hospital
standards for disaster preparedness is one of the reasons. This study aimed to develop
hospital accreditation standards for hospital disaster risk management.

Methods: This comparative study was conducted between April and September 2016.
Hospital disaster risk management accreditation standards were extracted from the hospital
accreditation standards of 11 countries including the United States, Canada, Australia,
Malaysia, India, Thailand, Egypt, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Denmark and Iran. Overall, 27
hospital disaster risk management accreditation standards were introduced. The opinions of
22 disaster risk management experts were used to assess the content validity of the
proposed disaster risk management accreditation standards.

Results: Differences were observed in the quality and quantity of those countries’ disaster
risk management standards. The national accreditation standards of the United States,
Australia, and Canada had comprehensive standards and covered all aspects of the disaster
risk management cycle. Finally, 27 standards were proposed for developing Iranian
hospitals’ disaster risk management accreditation standards. The CVI & CVR validity of
the proposed standards were acceptable.

There were significant differences in the quantity and quality of hospital disaster risk
management accreditation standards in selected countries. The most comprehensive
standards belonged to the US National Standards (12 standards and 113 sub-standards),
followed by the Australian and Canadian accreditation standards. The accreditation
standards of the developing countries and Iran were not comprehensive and did not meet
the international goals of disaster risk management. The proposed hospital disaster risk
management accreditation standards had high content validity.

Conclusion: Disaster risk management accreditation standards in lIran and developing
countries need to be revised and upgraded. Comprehensive standards based on international
experiences and expert opinions were introduced in this study that can be used to develop
hospital accreditation standards in Iran and other countries.

Keywords: accreditation, disaster risk, hospital, management, standard.
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