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e mthﬁovuiatory stage or to undergo atresia. One such intrafollicular factor maybﬁmtep_ :
cellular communication via gap junctions. We have examined thie effects of two agents
(retinoids and alkanols), known to disrupt or uncouple gap junction, mﬁﬁm:htm 5:6
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~ Granulosacells fromdiethylstilbestrol-treated immature rats wereisolated and cultured
in serum-free medium containing either FSH (15 ng/ml) or FSH and estradiol (30 nM), |
various doses (0.1-1000 M) of cither retincic acid were added to the cultures at the time of = |
seeding,  Additional cultures containing the same concentrations of either FSH, or FSH and
estradiol, were treated with 0.01-10 nM heptanol or ectanol. The results of this study
1) Retinol, at ail of the concentrations tested, had no effect on either. FSH-stimulated LH
. receptor induction or progestrone accumulation by the granulosa cells.
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