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Summary

Traumatic arteriovenous fistula is of special interest because of its effects on the circulation

and because of the cholleng which its correction presents to surgical ingenuity an skill. The severity

of the hemodynamic effects of a {istula varies with its size. The size of the fistula in turn, is limited

by the size of the artery it involves, so that a fistula can be no larger than the diameter of the artery.

The idea that the effect of the fistula increase as the distance from the heart increases is therefore

true only when the fistula involves the aorta or larger arteries, and when it is large. Only about
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I5 per cent of all arteriovenous fistulas produce systemic effects, and fistulas peripheral 1o the brachiat

and popliteal arteries never produce systemic effects,

_ The size and number of arterial and venous collaterals increase with the size of a fistula
large fistulas are therefore more difficult to close than small ones. The site of a fistula, how-
ever, is more important to the surgeon than its size. If the site permits isolation of the involved

artery and vein above and below the fistula, surgical closure is accomplished easily, otherwise,

closure is difficult or even impossible.
During the past 5 years, in the Pahlavi - university hospital surgical section No. |. We had

few cases with traumatic arteriovenous fistula with serious circulatory effects they were treated

surgicaly with very good results.
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