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Summary

Since long time ago ¢chronic effusive pericarditis» with
Known or unknown ethiology, has been diagnosed, and fregquent
observations have been published.

In all of them the pericardial effusion has been plenty.
the heart shadow very large and the patient has hag it for
a long time without having any severe complaints or uncom-
fortableness. BResides, the pericardial effusion has never
been haemorrhagic otherwise due tc repeated pericardial
punctures

There are the histories of 3 female patients who have
been under unresponsive treatment for the 'right heart
failure. liver cirrhosis and chelelithiasis and ultimately
the real diagnosis of chronic tamponade by haemopericardial
effusion has been set out. The way of approach 1s by:

! - Clinical observation and the physical signs of ibe
heart which is under pressure.

2 - Blectrocardiogram going with pericardial damage
without any endocardial. myocardial, or conduction abnOrm-
ality.

3 - Chest X-ray of enlarged heart shadow without peri-
cardial calg¢ification.

4 - Selective right gtrial Angiography which shows a
gap between the right atrial wall and the right silhouette

of ths heart sha:zow.
5 - Finally, pericardial puncture which produce a con-

densed haemorrhagic efrusion.

The ethiology of this disorder. like the chrohic effus-
ive pericarditis, is unknown.

The cause of producing chronic tamponade and unexpan-

sibility of the pericardium is presumed to be rapid formation
of the fibrosis in a very well fibrine availability of a hae-
mopericardial effusion.

Treatment is by pericardectomy and the result is tem-
porarily promising.
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Résumé

Dans cet article. aprés une revue génerale sur les
Pericardites chroniques, on a rappelé le cas de trois malades
qul avaient subi le traitement de 1'insuffisance cardiaque,
de la cirrhose hepatique de la cholécystite et de 1la lithiase
biliaire Enfin on a trouvé le diagnostic reél; c'était la
temponade du coeur par 1'hémopéricarde chronique. Les traits
du diagnostic sont:

1 - Les signes cliniques dds a la compression du coeur.

2 - Les signesd’ E.C.G. qut présentent seulement une lésion
du pericarde, mais non du myocarde, de l'endocarde ou des
troubles de conduction.
| 3 - L'ombre étendu du coeur en RX., sans les signes de la
sedimentation du calcium dans le Péricarde.

4 - Lia distance trouvée entre 1l'oreillette droite et le
cOté droit du coeur, dans l'examen d'angiographique.

> ~ Le liquide concentreé, contenant du sang. obtenu par
la ponction pericardigue.

L'ethiologie de cette forme de péricardite 8 épanchement
€St en core inconnu comme celui de tous les autres- On droit
que 1'hémopéricarde, 1e sédiment de fibrineet le dévéloppement

rapide du tissu fibrosé sont les causes de la temponade chro.
nigue du coeur.
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