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Jehan 8, Saleh, M.D. A, Rafoua M.D.
Professor and Chairman M. Arami, M.D.
Dept. of Gynecology,

Fibrinogen Deficiency in Pregnancy
(treated by intravenous administration of fibrinogen)

Detection of hypofibrinogenemia has become of uttermost impor-
tance to the obstetrician, since the relationship between the depletion of

circulating fibrinogen and hemorrhage in obstetries is well established.
Before the last decade etiology of some of the severe hemorrhages in
obstetrics were unknown. However, in the past ten years, many cases of
hypofibrinogenemia of afibrinogenemia accompanied by very severe hemor-
rhage in a variety of obstetrical cases have been reported. Alteration of
the coagulation mechanism have been observed in the following instances:

1 - Premature separation of placenta

2 - Missed obortion

3 - Amniotic fluid embolism or infusion

4 - Spontaneous abortion or abortion with local or generalired

infection

9 - Toxemia of pregnancy with hepatic insufficiency

6 - Some cases of Eclampsia

The normal plasma value for fibrinogen in the non-pregnant patient
is 300-400 mg in 100 ml., whereas the value in the 3rd semester increases
to 450-500 mg/100 ml.

Management consists of the following:
a) Obtaining blood for typing and crossmatching
b} Performing a clot observation test with simple bedside procedures,
such as the fibrindex detemination or simple observation of blood drawn

from a vein to which one ml. of therombin is added. Failure of coagulation
in the therombin tube is indicative of afibrinogenemia and fromation of
a small or friable clot indicates hypofibrinogenemia. Such qualitative tests
can later be confirmed with routine quantitative tests determining the

exact amount of circulating fibrinogen.
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